Then there are the Bananas. ... A curious historical
riddle is connected with their soft., sweet, horn-shaped fruit.
The inhabitants of America knew them before Columbus
discovered that continent, but nothing resembling the culti-
vated banana has been discovered among the wild flora of
America. That shows that somebody must have introduced
them there. Who were the people who crossed the ocean., evi-
dently many centuries before the famous Genoese did so,
and brought with them from their native land not a cruel
and avaricious lust for gold, not rapine and plunder., but
shoots of plants?
There is still one plant that we must mention before
bringing our list to a close. It too is a faithful servant of man,
but up till now we have found no place for it. It is a unique
plant of its kind: it is. not a "means of consumption," not
a "natural product/' but a "means of production!" And the
entire technology of the twentieth century, in spite of all
its wonders, has not invented a substitute for it. Straight
from the field it goes into a modern, complicated machine
and works as part of its steel body. A machine part that
grows in the fields!
We have in mind the teasel, of the Teasel family, sister
to the beautiful scabiosa. The spiky heads of the teasefr are
attached to carding machines for combing wool, and thus
help to produce the finest and softest woolen fabrics.
ALPHONSE DE CANDOLLE
Alphonse De Candolle, the Geneva botanist, was the son,
father and grandfather of botanists. It was a botanist dynasty
that existed for nearly a century and a half. Alphonse De
Candolle added thirteen volumes to the seven volumes on
botany that his father had written. They contained an ex-
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